MAY 19, 2009
Members present:  Kathy Steigner-Walker (GCMS), Sue Berry (Prairie Center), Angie Pitzenberger (Crossroads), Roxanne Hooper (I-KAN), Barb King (Iroquois Probation), Liz Wilson (Onarga Academy/Parent), Sue Ratliff-Thomas (WPD), and Diane White (Unit 9).

We began with a brief recap as to the direction this sub-committee of the I-PLAN has elected to go and ideas which came out of the initial brainstorming session.

Kathy Steigner-Walker and Sue Berry reported the GCMS Town Hall Meeting in Gibson City went very well.  They had about 50 people in attendance (adult and youth) including the school principal and superintendent, which they were very impressed by.  The purpose of the Town Hall meeting was to discuss Underage Drinking in the area.  Sue Berry showed the video “Brainscans:  Alcohol and the Teen age Brain”.  The Ford County State’s Attorney spoke on the legal aspects of Underage Consumption for adults who host the party/buy the alcohol and the youth arrested.  Planners were very impressed with the outcomes.  
Our discussion concerning what to do with the kids arrested for Underage Drinking evolved into the following assignments for our group:

*Define Underage Drinking, Binge Drinking, Alcohol Poisoning, etc.  (perceptions have changed ie: size of drink and number of drinks consumed) and make some areas of education about this not only for parents and children but also for Law Enforcement, Schools, etc.
*Empower parents who want to follow the law but are belittled by youth and other parents for this

*Begin to create alcohol free youth activities in communities which can be sustained within the community once it is off the ground.  “Positive kids can do positive things without drinking”
*Create a parent communication/education night/curriculum to help parents understand the difference between underage consumption now and when they were younger.  Sue teaches Too Good For Drugs which is a 5 – 10 week program in the schools of Ford County.  The Life Education Center (Iroquois) has an Underage Drinking component which also has a parent portion which might be good to look at.  Project Northland (Jr. High Students - Iroquois) has a really good parent component.  As a group we feel we need to look at all of these programs to see if we could combine them into one.  We also would like to put in a Teen/Parent Communication piece where different scenarios are role played for the family or small group and the kids and their parents’ problem solve the solutions.

*We note also that teenagers tend to make poor choices with sexuality when they have been drinking and should consider adding a blurb about this.

We debated how and when to present this material.  Roxanne liked the way PYO did the Internet Safety Program over the two year period and suggested we use a similar format.  In this format we would do an educational evening with a keynote speaker, break into sessions which would rotate so everyone could get an idea about the evening, and then end with the legal aspects.  Shortly thereafter we would do additional presentations on the break-out sessions.   Parents would be ordered to attend both sessions through Diversion in Ford County and Teen Court in Iroquois County.  Sessions would also be open to the public.  We agree that this program would be beneficial to both Ford and Iroquois County and had some discussion on how to present it in both areas.  This will be decided at a later date.
Another area of discussion at the meeting was the gathering and keeping of pertinent statistics.  The issue arising from this is to get a handle on exactly how much is going on that is being missed.  We discussed several of the current ways of getting information (Illinois Youth Survey & Pride Survey).  We would also like to use probation statistics and police statistics as well as local hospital statistics.  Another challenge will be staying on top of the data and reporting it out on a regular basis so areas of concern and need can be addressed.  After discussion, the group decided to move forward with this at another meeting as direction is unclear.

We scheduled our next meeting for:

June 24, 2009

9:00 a.m.

Coffee Shop in Onarga

